168                         SALAMMB6.
to assume an almond shape. Her sandals of a bird's plumage, with very high heels, gave her a more imposing height. She was extraordinarily pale, doubtless in consequence of the cold.
At length she arrived before Hamilcar, and, without looking up, or raising her head, she addressed him, saying:
" All hail, Eye of Baalim! Eternal glory! Triumph! Contentment! Rest! Wealth! There was a long period when my heart was sad, and the household languished, but the master who returns is like Tam-muz restored to life; and under thy care, 0 father, a joy, a new existence, will expand over all!"
And taking from Taanach's hand a little oblong vase, in which fumed a mixture of farina, butter, cardamon, and wine, she continued : " Drink a full draught of the welcome cup prepared by thy servant."
" Benediction on thee!" he replied, mechanically seizing the golden vase she proffered to him.
All the while he examined her with a scrutiny so keen that Salammb6, troubled thereat, stammered out:
" Some one has told thee, 0 master!...."
" Yes! I know!" answered Hamilcar, in a low voice. Was this a confession ? Or did she merely allude to the Barbarians ? And ho added a few vague words concerning the public embarrassment that he himself hoped now to dispel.
" 0 father!" exclaimed Salammbo, " thou canst never efface that which is irreparable !"
At this he started back, and Salammbo was astonished by his amazement, as she did not dream of